Research Briefs

Women's Research Institute of Nevada

2-1-2022

Women's Political Participation in Nevada
Brenda Cruz Gomez
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, brenda.cruzgomez@unlv.edu

Aika Dietz
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, aika.dietz@unlv.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/wrin_briefs
Part of the Law and Politics Commons, Legislation Commons, and the State and Local Government
Law Commons

Recommended Citation
Cruz Gomez, Brenda and Dietz, Aika, "Women's Political Participation in Nevada" (2022). Research Briefs.
11.
https://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/wrin_briefs/11

This Occasional Paper is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital
Scholarship@UNLV with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this Occasional Paper in any way
that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For other uses you need to
obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights are indicated by a Creative Commons
license in the record and/or on the work itself.
This Occasional Paper has been accepted for inclusion in Research Briefs by an authorized administrator of Digital
Scholarship@UNLV. For more information, please contact digitalscholarship@unlv.edu.

WOMEN'S POLITICAL PARTICIPATION IN NEVADA
Cruz Gomez 2022

CURRENT ELECTED OFFICE

Nevada leads the nation with the first female-majority state legislature.
1
61.9% of NV state legislators are women, as compared to an average of 30.6% of state women legislators nationwide.
This represents a steady increase over the past three years, with a significant increase in 2018 when women held a
1
quarter of legislative seats.
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WHAT ARE RESULTS OF MORE WOMEN IN ELECTED OFFICE?
Women in congress sponsor and co-sponsor more bills than
3
men do, bringing 9% more federal money to their districts.
Those bills are more likely to benefit women and children
45
or address issues like education, health, and poverty.
Women candidates and elected officials closed the traditional
6
gender gap in psychological engagement.
Women citizens are more active in politics when represented
6
by women senators.

LOW PARTICIPATION

Despite the high volume of women elected officials, data from 2016 to 2018
reveals an overall decline in women's registration and voter turnout.
Additionally, Nevada's institutional resources for women are still among the
5
lowest in the country.
Persisting gender roles in regards to the uneven distribution of family care
responsibilities make it difficult for women to participate.
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ISSUES WITH ACCESSIBILITY
Lack of accessibility may be the cause of lower participation in Nevada.
Women are motivated to vote but are facing negative effects from COVID-19
6
that might be preventing them from participating in politics.
Despite this, women's activist groups have addressed such legislation as the
Equal Rights Amendment ratification (1973-1981) and Prop 7 (1990).

Key bills to increase voting accessibility 2022 (needs dates)
AB121 allows people with disabilities to vote using electronic system for uniformed
military members and other voters living overseas.
AB321 permanently expands mail-in voting, and gives Indian reservations more time to
7
request the establishment of a polling place.
AB422 implements a top-down voter registration system, moving away from the existing setup with county clerks maintaining their own systems.
AB432 expands automatic voter registration to other state or tribal agencies.
AB126 moves the state to a presidential primary system, ending the use of the caucus.

Attorney Pauline Lee,
Past President Nevada's
Republican Club, Las
Vegas

"The legislature is not
addressing working women
issues."

"If a woman is raising a family,
when does she have time to get
involved politically?"
Dr. Sondra Cosgrove, Exec Director
& Chair of the Board for Vote
Nevada

"A major problem for many women voters can be that they don't see the
8
political processes as means to solving their problems", says Cosgrove.

Mother's dropping out of the workforce or
reducing their hours due to the impacts of the
pandemic may have led to unequal
responsibilities for child care, managing a
household, and holding down a job.

$64.5 billion
lost wages for
Women with children have struggled with
mothers
remote learning and might be worried about
9

putting food on the table.

Even in two-parent households, women are facing harsher challenges. 10
More women than men reported exhaustion, burnout and
11
pressure to work more.

Who is particularly disadvantaged in access to voting?
There is less internet accessibility in rural areas, therefore, making it less likely for women to participate in online forums, town halls, or
other remote means of political dialogue.
Women of color and working-class women are more likely to contribute to their families' income and provide the majority of caretaking.
67.5% of Black mothers and 41.4% of Latina mothers were the primary or sole breadwinners of their families in comparison to 37%
10
of white mothers.
What are results of a strong mail-in voting and automatic
registration?
An increase of youth voter turnout in Nevada from 2016-2020 13

WHERE IS THE
GENDERSPECIFIC DATA?
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It is difficult to find current statistics on women because policymakers, research
institutions, and government agencies in Nevada are not collecting gender-specific
data.
"NV Statutes do not legally require gender reporting," reports Joe Gloria from
Registrar of Voters.
0 gender data collection from the Nevada Secretary of State statistics on voters
0 gender data collection from the Clark County NV Elections Department for
voter registration totals, inactivated voter data, or canceled voter data
The North Carolina's 2020 Status of Women Report has the most updated
information about NV's political participation.
Additionally, the last US-state report that tracks trends in women’s political
participation was from a 2010-2012 report.
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